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i                                                                   BISMARCK

I

[                         what he wrote to Max Duncker on July 14,' that he would

|                         hardly be surprised If, on Bismarck's side, means had been

found to procure copies of his correspondence with the
King. I believed that the prime responsibility for the

I                         publication was to be sought in the same quarter, to which,

J                         in my belief, the Prince owed the bent of his political

;                         views.    What I observed during the French war, and

*                            later what I have gathered from Duncker's papers, have

4                         confirmed the view which I then took.    For a quarter of

*                            a century a whole school of political writers had extolled

what, without any thorough comprehension of it, they

i                         called the English constitution, as a model to be imitated

by continental  nations.    What wonder  then that the

)

Crown Princess and her mother overlooked that peculiar
character of the Prussian state which renders its adminis-
tration by means of shifting parliamentary groups a sheer
impossibility? What wonder that this error bred the
:                         further mistake of anticipating for the Prussia of the nine-

teenth century a repetition of the civil broils and catastro-
phes of the England of the seventeenth century unless the
system by which they were terminated were introduced
among us? I was informed at the time that in April 186.3
memoranda criticising the domestic condition of Prus-
sia, carefully prepared by President Ludolf Camphauscn
at the instance of Queen Augusta and by Baron von
Stockmar at the instance of the Crown Princess, were
laid before the King. I have not been able to determine
precisely whether this report was true or false; but that
the Queen, to whose entourage counsellor Meyer belonged!
was then full of apprehension of catastrophes similar to
those which befell the Stuarts, I knew for certain; indeed,
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